Lesson 1
Paul’s Lessons in Stewardship
INTRODUCTION TO STEWARDSHIP:
Our church is preparing for one of our greatest opportunities ever!  We’re getting ready to push forward with a capital campaign that will truly advance us both spiritually and for ministerial purposes.  In preparation, we want to find out just what the Bible’s instructs for this case.  1 Corinthians 16:1-4 is one of the Bible’s clearest examples of a stewardship endeavor in a local church such as yours, delineating the plan to raise and set aside resources for a special opportunity.

Stewardship:  derived from “steward” who, in biblical terms, managed the assets of another.  A wealthy man, for example, would turn his business affairs over to a steward who then managed them in the owner’s name.  God is the sole owner of all of heaven and earth.  Furthermore, when we make Christ our Lord and Savior, we relinquish to Him all we are and have, thereby becoming stewards of God’s possessions with which He has been so kind to provide us.

STUDY BACKGROUND:
From the early days of his ministry, the Apostle Paul displayed a concern for taking special offerings for important projects, such as we’re getting ready to do as a church.  On this third mission journey (which begins in Acts 18:23), Paul was not only concerned about planting new churches and strengthening the existing ones.  He wanted to organize a massive fundraising effort to generate a collection from the Gentile churches, especially in Macedonia (Northern Greece) and Achaia (Southern Greece) for the church in Jerusalem which was suffering extreme poverty.
Why were the churches in Judea in dire straits?
During the enthusiastic days immediately following Pentecost, many of the Christians liquidated most of their assets and shared all things in common.            Acts 4:32-37
The extreme persecutions faced by the Christians in Judea must have presented a difficult economic situation for the believers.  
Acts 8:1
The famine referred to in the book of Acts perhaps extended over several years.  Acts 11:27-30
Paul was concerned about the needs of the Judean Christians and wanted to help them, but he had another motive as well.  There was great tension in these days between the Jewish Church in Judea and the Gentile Church that was spreading throughout the world.  He must have felt that a gift from the Greek Christians to the Jewish Church would go a long way toward lessening tension and promoting healing and unity.  Romans 15:23-29 
As Paul visited his churches in Asia Minor and Europe, he not only evangelized and taught; he also promoted a year-long endeavor to raise these funds.

What lessons can we learn here that may help us in our own capital stewardship endeavors?
Everyone should be included.

Each person should give in direct proportion to their income.  Paul’s concern was not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice.

When we break down a gift and give it systematically and incrementally over a period of time, each installment becomes an act of worship as we place it in the offering plate week-by-week on the Lord’s Day.

When we all work together, the job gets done.  Having the resources available when needed frees us to minister more effectively and expeditiously.

The plan should be well-administered and marked by integrity.  In other words, we should have in place a plan and a system of accountability for the purpose of handling and dispersing the funds.


Supplemental reading:
Deuteronomy 16:10, 17
Ezra 2:69

Acts 11:29
2 Corinthians 8:3
Lesson 2
What Giving Represents
To review lesson 1, let’s look at the stewardship campaign promoted by the Apostle Paul during his third missionary journey:  He was collecting funds for famine relief efforts in Judea, and the churches in the north of Greece (Macedonia) had given generously.  In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, Paul reminded the Corinthian church that they too had an obligation to help.  The response was not as positive as he had hoped, and so, in writing back to them, he devoted two chapters, 2 Corinthians 8-9, to this subject.

DISCUSSION:
Verse 1:  The Macedonian churches were in northern Greece and included the churches at Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (Acts 16-17, Philippians and 
1, 2 Thessalonians).  Paul was writing to the church of Corinth, in southern Greece, seeking to use the example of the Macedonian churches to motivate the Corinthians towards generosity.  “Grace” is used here in an unusual way.  He is talking about the gracious generosity God had placed in the hearts of the Macedonian churches.  Our giving is a reflection of God’s grace in our lives.

Verse 2:  The Macedonian churches had made a sacrificial gift which, in one sense, they could hardly afford because of their severe trial and their extreme poverty.  The Christians in Macedonia had endured a period of persecution, which was undoubtedly affecting them financially.  They nevertheless gave generously to Paul’s campaign out of overflowing joy.  Even though their “want to” was greater than their “can do”, they found a way “to do” what was necessary for God’s work to be supported and accomplished.

Verse 3-4:  How can someone give beyond his or her ability?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In what way is giving a “privilege”? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Verse 5:  Their giving was the overflow of a deep inner spiritual commitment to God’s will and to God’s work.  Stewardship is not about raising money as much as it is about raising disciples.  God wants us before He wants what we have.
Verse 6:  Paul was letting them know that he was sending Titus, his troubleshooter, to oversee this stewardship campaign and the collection of this gift.  The Church utilized the experience and oversight of “outside” help to assist them in this financial undertaking.

Verse 7:  The church in Corinth was the most immature and trouble-ridden of any in the New Testament, yet they seemed to boast about their faith, speech, and knowledge.  Paul was saying, “Since you think of yourself as excelling in these areas, why not excel where it really counts – in the kind of generosity that proves God’s grace is really working in your hearts.”

Verse 8:  While Paul was strongly urging them to give (and using the example of the northern churches to inspire them), he stopped short of issuing a command. For the gift to be pleasing to God, it had to be a voluntary act of love.

Verse 9:  Why would Paul place this verse – one of the greatest and most beautiful verses in the Bible on the love and redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ – in the middle of a passage about stewardship?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
In what ways are we poor? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In Christ what do we become? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verse 10-11:  If the Apostle Paul showed up in our class today to advise us regarding our stewardship campaign, would you jump at the chance to do as he said?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CONCLUSION:

1. Giving Expresses Our Love (v. 8) – Notice again that when we give to the Lord, we aren’t so much obeying a command as we are expressing our love to Him.  “I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love….”  How else can we express our love except through giving?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you love your wife (husband, friend, parent, child)?  You must express that love by giving this person your time, your attention, your affection, your help.  You must give up your own preferences at times to look to the needs of the one you love.  How do you love your Lord?  How can you express it except by giving?  We give Him our hearts, our praise, and our obedience.  Paul is saying that the way we give our money is also a test of our love.

2. Giving Exemplifies Our Savior (v. 9) – Psalms 50:10 says that God owns “the cattle on a thousand hills.”  What an understatement!  He also owns the thousand hills.  He owns the seven continents in which those thousand hills are located, and the spinning planets on which those seven continents are placed.  God owns the solar system.  The entire universe is His, all the galaxies from here to infinity.  So consider the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Though He was rich, yet for our sake He became poor.  The Greek word Paul used there for “poor” conveys the idea of crouching and cringing.  It was the word used for beggars.  He had little money, a sparse wardrobe, no house or land, not even a pillow on which to lay His head.  What little He did have was stripped away, and He was nailed to an upright post and robbed of even the blood that flowed through His veins.  Why?  That we through His poverty might become rich.  That we might inherit eternal life and be heirs to the kingdom.  The Apostle’s point is that when we give to the Lord our tithes and offerings, we are in a tiny way exemplifying the giving nature of our Lord Jesus Christ.  What else needs to be said? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If that doesn’t move us to be givers, what will? 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Giving Enriches Our Lives (v. 10) – Even so, Paul goes on to make another point:  “Here is my advice about what is best for you…”  Paul is concerned for the Corinthians, and he wants what is best for them.  How is giving best for us?  Giving is good for us.  It is for our best.  It enriches our lives.

LESSON 3
Three Principles Found in Paul’s 

Stewardship Drive
The Principle of Equality

2 Corinthians 8: 13-15
Paul felt there was something wrong among his church when some Christians were overly wealthy while others were starving.  He believed those with greater resources had an obligation to help those suffering from want.  In other words, God provides some people with more money that they might be of greater help. There should be equality of sacrifice.  Those with money (like the Corinthians) should give more.  Those with less (like the Macedonian churches) should give less.  Those in dire need (like the church in Judea) should receive, knowing that in the future they may be called on to give sacrificially even as they had received.

Those who have been entrusted with more if this world’s goods will give more those who have little.  Everyone should give according to their ability.  Not equal giving, but equal sacrifice is called for.
The Principle of Integrity

2 Corinthians 2:16-24
Paul reassured the Corinthians about his handling of the monies raised.  He told them he was sending trustworthy Titus to oversee the collection, along with a second leader of high reputation who had been entrusted by the churches to transport the offering to Judea (v.18).  In verse 22, yet a third man was appointed. Therefore, at least three men of integrity conducted this campaign alongside Paul.

DISCUSSION:
In other passages in his letters, Paul seems unconcerned about his reputation or about what other people think of him.  For example, in Galatians 1:20, he said, “Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God?  Or am I trying to please men?  If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.”  Yet here he seems very concerned, wanting to avoid any criticism.  Why is he more sensitive about how others perceive him here than in other places?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does he assign at least four people to administer and transport this offering?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________


In what ways is our church demonstrating similar integrity during our current stewardship effort?


________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Principle of Generosity

2 Corinthians 9:1-5
In this passage there are six characteristics of giving that please the Lord and bless both the giver and recipient.  Can you isolate six words or phrases that describe this kind of giving?


1.  ________________________________________________________v. 1

2.  ________________________________________________________v. 2

3.  ________________________________________________________v. 3

4.  ________________________________________________________v. 4

5.  ________________________________________________________v. 5

6.  ________________________________________________________v. 6
CLOSING:
These words and phrases may not represent our natural reaction toward giving. We’re prone to ask ourselves, “How little can I get by with?  What is the least amount I can reasonably promise to give?”  The Lord does not want gifts “grudgingly given”. He wants eager, enthusiastic, generous gifts.  How can we learn to give this way?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How can we work on our own attitudes about giving so that they match these scriptural standards?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LESSON 4
What Giving Reveals
On his third missionary journey, Paul was conducting an ambitious campaign to raise a large number of one-time gifts for a special project, humanitarian aid for the poverty-stricken Judean churches.  He initially wrote the Corinthians concerning this in 1 Corinthians 16.  When they proved reluctant to give, he wrote again, giving us two incredible chapters on the subject of special offerings and Christian stewardship, 2 Corinthians 8, 9. 

Paul’s concluding paragraph, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, reveal: 
A truth, verse 6:  The Lord states here a basic truth, a law built into the physical and moral fiber of the universe:  the law of the harvest, or the law of sowing and reaping.  Also, He promises to reward us (whether financially or otherwise) for our generosity in giving.  This principle has ramifications in every area of life.

A directive, verse 7:  One of the Bible’s greatest verses on the subject of giving, and it contains multiple implications about Christian stewardship.  Let’s isolate some of them:
We should all give – “Each man (every person) should give….”

We should all decide prayerfully and thoughtfully (in our hearts) how much 
to give.
We should follow through, carefully keeping our commitments:  “Each should give what he has decided….to give”.

We should not give reluctantly.

We should not give under compulsion.  Its isn’t human pressure, but divine persuasion that should guide us in determining the amount of our commitment.
We should give cheerfully. Our attitude should be joyful as we recognize the honor of giving to God and to the expansion of His Kingdom.
A promise, verse 8-11:  The powerful words “And God is able” are followed by “all”

All grace

All things
God promises to provide us with everything we need so that we’ll always have enough to give back to Him.

What does verse 11 mean when it says we will be made rich in every way?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why does God want to make us rich in every way?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What will be the final result?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What other promises in the Bible relate to stewardship?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supplemental reading
Proverbs 3:9-10; 11:25
Malachi 3:10-11

Luke 6:38
A result, verse 12-14:  Our gifts to the Lord not only result in the physical expansion of the worthwhile project, they result in thanksgiving, praise, and prayers from those who will benefit.  In this current building program, we must not only think of bricks and mortar, but if men and women, boys and girls.  Our land and buildings are merely tools for reaching and teaching those who need the Lord.  One day a host of people, presently unknown to us, will be praising and thanking God for the way in which we provided the tools God used to reach them.

A doxology, verse 15:  Not only do others thank the Lord for our gifts, but we ourselves experience tremendous feelings of gratitude as we thank God for His indescribable gift.  This is the only time the word “indescribable” occurs in the Bible, and it is the only one gift that defies all attempts to describe it: 


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. – John 3:16
The gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. – Romans 6:23
It is by grace you have been saved, through faith….it is the gift of God. – Ephesians 2:8
Every good and perfect gift is from above. – James 1:17
PRAYER:
Lord, thank you for Your indescribable gift. May my gift to You be as described in this passage – generous and cheerful, and may it result in overflowing expressions of thanksgiving to You because of Your surpassing grace to me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

